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Downing's
death ends
era at WKU
Fourth president
served 10 years
By KATHERINE WADE
news@chherald.com

CHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD

Kris Unnikannan, a junior from Dubai, United Arab Emirates, works on the wiring for a large collection of batteries in the back of a modified
Toyota Prius. Unnikannan and other electrical engineering majors have been working on the hybrid vehicle under the direction of assistant
engineering professor Michael McIntyre.

It's Electric

Engineering students convert Prius for senior project
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com

Course work became more hands-on this year for senior electrical engineering majors Maegan Young and
Robert Kessinger.
For their senior project, Young, of Scottsville, said they
were given a stock hybrid Toyota Prius that operates on a
parallel system using a battery and a gasoline engine. Their
objective was to convert it into a plug-in hybrid that goes
into a typical wall outlet and charges to improve fuel usage.
“We had to do the conversion and report on the effects of it,” Young said. “So from that, we came up with
the ideas of testing, and we have presentations every few

weeks where our faculty monitors our progress and gives
us feedback.”
Young and Kessinger, of Beaver Dam, were assigned
the project in September. They worked on it throughout the
fall and started the actual conversion during J-term.
Young said the actual conversion took only about a
week-and-a-half. This spring, they have been focusing on
test driving the car.
Kessinger said they have three different planned routes:
an inner city, a highway and a mixed route. The purpose of
these different types of routes is to see which driving style
best suits this type of car.
SEE PROJECT, PAGE 8A

Dero Downing was at WKU when most
university traditions — if not all of them —
were established.
Downing, WKU’s fourth president, died
Monday at Centennial Medical Center in
Nashville. He was 89.
“What I think
that’s unusual
is, for our first
73 years, we
had only four
people
serve
as presidents,”
President Gary
Ransdell said.
“Cherry, Garrett, Thompson
and Downing
— and Downing was a student
or administrator
DOWNING
for most of that
time.”
Downing served as president from 1969
until he resigned in 1979.
He has also been called mentor, husband,
Christian, coach, father and legacy.
“He was always very concerned about
the welfare and lifestyles of our students,”
said Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs, who began working at WKU
while Downing was president.
“I don’t think there is anyone who ever
cared or loved WKU any more than he,”
Bailey said.
Downing was also a WKU student, athlete and administrator.
He has five children, all of whom are
WKU graduates, and 13 grandchildren, six
of whom are also WKU graduates.
Downing was born in Fountain Run on
Sept. 10, 1921. He graduated from Horse
Cave High School in 1939, where he was
president of his senior class and a member of
the basketball team.
SEE DOWNING, PAGE 5A

Greek Week Stephens elected SGA president
to help bring
organizations
together
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

By JOANNA WILLIAMS
news@chherald.com

Next week, WKU students may see a lot more
Greek letters around campus than usual as 25
Greek organizations participate in their annual
Greek Week.
Covington senior Americo Capodagli, cochairman of the Greek Week committee, said the
week is the only time all the sororities and fraternities work together for a common philanthropy.
“Greek Week is the last thing we do together,”
he said. “We get together for a week and do different things we’ve been doing all year but separately.”
The Greek Week committee consists of all students, and they are responsible for planning the
events themselves, said Aubrey Holt, a graduate
assistant who assists Panhellenic sororities.
SEE GREEK, PAGE 5A
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A half hour before the Student
Government Association election results were released early Thursday
morning, Hawesville junior Billy Stephens said he was feeling confident.
But as the announcement drew
closer, he said nerves really began to
hit.
Stephens beat out Diego Leal Ambriz, a senior from Monterrey, Mexico, in the presidential election by collecting 56 percent of the votes cast on
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week.
Stephens couldn't help but smile
and let out a sigh of relief.
"At the end of the day, I'm just really humble and really honored," he said.
Stephens, currently SGA's director
of academic and student affairs, said
he won't hesitate while preparing for
the beginning of his term as student
body president, which also includes a
seat on the Board of Regents.
He'll begin his work on Monday,
along with Elizabethtown graduate
student Kendrick Bryan and Bardstown sophomore Devon Hilderbrandt, who were elected as the
executive and administrative vice

@wkuherald
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Diego Leal Ambriz, far left, senior from Monterrey, Mexico, congratulates his competitor, Hawesville junior Billy Stephens, just after midnight Thursday morning in the DLI
room of DUC. Stephens beat Leal Ambriz, 597 votes to 469. "I'm just really pumped,"
said Stephens.

presidents, respectively.
"We will start going over stuff for
next year so we are prepared," Stephens said. "We can hash out what we
can improve on and what our goals
are."
Hilderbrandt said he is confident in

facebook.com/wkuherald
MON. 70˚/ 52˚

next year's executive staff.
"I'm very positive now that the student body has a very strong voice in
front of them, and is going to be doing
great things for this campus," he said.
SEE STEPHENS, PAGE 3A
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"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side
of professors that students might not normally see.

The face of Mary Jane’s Chocolates might be Mary
Jane Meszaros herself, but behind the scenes, her husband Gary Meszaros runs the books and can be found on
the weekends helping sell the assortment of chocolates
his wife makes on location.
Along with bookkeeping, he also works at WKU
as the assistant vice president of Auxiliary Services,
teaches a microeconomics course and is on the committee overseeing the renovation of Downing University Center.
“I use Mary Jane’s Chocolates as a real world example
of how business economics works in my microeconomics

JERRY ENGLEHART JR./HERALD

class,” Meszaros said.
He said the way he balances spending budgets at WKU
and at his wife’s store is different, because Mary Jane’s
Chocolates has tighter budgets and no money for marketing, so every cent counts.
And even though marketing Mary Jane’s Chocolates
has been hit or miss since the store opened in May 2010,
business has been very steady.
He said he'd like to see Mary Jane’s Chocolates expand
into other cities across Kentucky and eventually to other states, but he knows their Bowling Green store must
thrive ﬁrst.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

Wouldn’t

You

Like To Know?
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Colleagues, friends
remember former
VP of IT Kirchmeyer
By LINDSAY KRIZ
news@chherald.com

Following his retirement from
WKU after 10 years as vice president
for Information Technology, Richard
"Dick" Kirchmeyer moved to Little
River, S.C., to surround himself with
golf.
“At his house, he’d walk outside
his back porch and there was the golf
course,” said Shelia Houchins, executive administrative assistant for the
president’s office. “He lived to play
golf on his time off.”
Houchins worked for Kirchmeyer
from 2000 to 2008. She said his smile
and positivity made her job enjoyable.
“He helped bring out the best qualities in people,” she said. “That’s what
he did.”
Kirchmeyer died this week at 68.
Funeral arrangements
are being handled by
Iannotti Funeral Home
in Coventry, R.I.
President
Gary
Ransdell remembers
Kirchmeyer both on a
professional and personal level.
“He brought us into KIRCHMEYER
the 21st century and
took the campus wireless,” Ransdell
said. “A lot of things were achieved on
his watch.”
Ransdell said the fact that Kirchmeyer had just recently retired makes
his death more difficult.
“He was a big golfer, so he was going to spend the next 10 or 15 years
playing golf and just enjoying his retirement,” he said.
Houchins said Kirchmeyer and
some of his friends created their own
golf tournament called the Turkey
Tour.
“One of them had to go get the trophy for the tournament,” she said. “But
they were cheap, so they ended up get-

He was a really excellent mentor. He
taught me a lot. No
doubt I owe quite a bit
of my success to him."
—CODY TURNER
Bowling Green alumnus

ting a turkey trophy.”
Houchins said the group played golf
together for 20 years.
“He was full of life,” she said. “He
was a joy to be around.”
Bowling Green alumnus Cody Turner, a former student worker of Kirchmeyer’s, said he was unique within the
information technology field.
“He was never really concerned
about what technology could do, but
what it should do,” he said.
Turner said Kirchmeyer was very
creative.
“He was a really excellent mentor,”
he said. “He taught me a lot. No doubt
I owe quite a bit of my success to him.”
David Lee, dean of Potter College
of Arts and Letters, helped chair the
committee that hired Kirchmeyer.
“He really stood out in the pool,”
Lee said. “He really wanted to be at a
place like Western.”
Lee said during his time at WKU,
Kirchmeyer always tried to convince
him that Potter College needed new
equipment.
“He was an evangelist for technology,” he said.
Lee compared Kirchmeyer’s passion for technology to his golf game.
“He was a lot of fun to be around,”
Lee said. “He was a great guy. His
death is a real loss.”

STEPHENS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Stephens will be the successor to current President
Colton Jessie. Stephens said
Jessie has been a mentor to
him throughout his time with
SGA.
"He's taught me everything that I know about this
organization," Stephens said.
"Hats off to him for getting
me prepared for this organization."
Jessie said he's proud to
call Stephens his successor.

"Billy is a fantastic candidate for the job," Jessie
said. "He's been in SGA for
a while and has plenty of
experience. He is ready for
this."
Leal Ambriz is confident
Stephens will do a good job
at his position.
"The student senate is in
good hands, and it's a really
good opportunity for him,"
he said.
All 35 students who ran
for senator positions were
elected, and with 36 available senate seats, one remains open.

3A

Although there is still a
senate seat available, Leal
Ambriz said he is unsure
if he will stay in SGA next
year. Jessie said he hopes
Leal Ambriz stays on for another year.
"Diego did a great job
this year, and he really cares
about the student body," Jessie said.
Stephens, as well as
the other newly elected
executive council members, will officially be appointed to their positions
on May 10 at SGA's endof-the-year banquet.

SGA ELECTION RESULTS
PRESIDENT

■ Billy Stephens: 597 votes
■ Diego Leal Ambriz: 469 votes
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

■ Kendrick Bryan, 966 votes
"I think our organization will keep progressing. I
am very proud of SGA, and I think we will accomplish our goals."

ADMINISTRATIVE VICE PRESIDENT

■ Devon Hilderbrandt, 944 votes
"Now that I have it officially it is very self-gratifying, but it's nice to know that I have the position
for sure now. It's going to be a lot of hard work,
but I'm very excited for what the next year has
to come."
STUDENT SENATORS
Poorvie Patel
Eric Smiley
Kaylee Egerer
Mac Mullins
Josh Newman
David Spalding
Rachel Calhoun
Eileen Forsythe
Nick Cottrell
Rachel Wilcox
Kevin Adams
Cody Murphy

Joshua Rodriguez
Daniel Shaw
Kevin Preston
Natalie Broderick
Keyana Boka
Phil Korba
Brittany Crowley
Chad Winston
Chad McGarvie
Joseph Tyler Harris
Matt Hansen
Donald Bettinger

Kateri Rhodes
Travis Taylor
Lucy George
James Hook
Nathan Bishop
Michael Pickett
Paul Shively
Shawn Rust
Simone Smith
Dmitriy Zagoruyko
Michael Allen
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EDITORIAL CARTOON
TOPS to the Toppers'
huge win at the Bowling Green Ballpark. The
ballpark seems to be a
good luck charm.

Campus student
groups should
be involved
in decisions
Kanye West said it best on his haunting hit — “no one
man should have all that power.” And though West’s song
was more about his ego, he was right in his reasoning that an
individual shouldn’t have sole control over things that affect
so many people.
Unfortunately, for some
student organizations, that is
the case.
I flipped the newspaper
open last Friday to find a list
of students selected to start
the membership processes of
National Panhellenic Council
organizations. As an NPHC
member, I was angry. Last se- ANGELA OLIVER
mester, I was informed that a Rhyme & Reason
new membership intake pol- opinion@chherald.com
icy would be implemented,
so I knew it was coming. But that didn’t change my feelings
about it.
Howard Bailey, the vice president of Student Affairs, and
Kenneth Johnson, the assistant director of Student Activities,
among others, initiated the new policy, they say, to counter
hazing.
While some of their intentions were good, the policy includes a misleadingly low GPA requirement, a strict and unfeasible timeline, publication of names as an advertisement
and an hours-long Greek 101 class for interested students that
NPHC members are banned from attending.
In life, everyone has to follow rules. I get that. But when
the rules are unfair and only target a certain group whose
counterparts do not have to abide, there’s a problem.
After NPHC fought in meeting after meeting and created
proposals to express our feelings about the policy, nothing
changed. There was no compromise and very little thought
given to our suggestions.
I can only speak for myself when I say it hurts to know that
my NPHC advisers, the very people who are supposed to support me, are the ones who ignore my valid concerns.
Hinging on the reality of underground hazing at college
campuses around the nation, Johnson said the names were
published to keep “more eyes on the process,” with hopes that
if students suspected hazing by knowing who was accepted
for intake, they would report it. But publicizing names at all
causes undue attention to the students, and possibly embarrassment, which is a form of hazing in itself. It also opens
the door for older Greeks to harass students, which collegiate
members cannot control.
Apparently, Johnson is out of touch with the atmosphere of
students and the cruelty they can display. Some might create
false reports for personal grudges against selected students. It
sounds childish, but it happens.
Furthermore, just because a student is accepted into the
process of learning about the organization does not guarantee
their initiation. For several reasons, including test failure or a
personal decision to quit, people might not finish. It is unfair
to assume that any break in a student’s process is the result of
hazing.
Aside from feelings though, the bottom line is that NPHC
is held to stricter rules than the Interfraternity Council and
the Panhellenic Council, who are not bound to the same new
policy. They do place ads to congratulate their members, but
usually after they have been initiated. Also, it is not a mandate;
it is a choice. I have a huge respect for IFC and Pan Greeks as
we all have the same purpose and goals, but it’s clear that we
have different constitutions and membership intake.
If Bailey and Johnson were as serious about addressing
the issue, they could have built something other than a forced
policy featuring a class led by someone with no Greek affiliation simply because Bailey, who joined a fraternity when
hazing was legal, said he still “believes in pledgeship.” Why
not, then, require a volunteer project during the process? Or
require that selected students attend a political engagement.
Or at least provide permanent office space for us to manage
the extra work, since NPHC has no housing. Anything of the
like would be more productive.
The policy shows no respect for NPHC contributions to
the campus and Bowling Green communities; we raise and
manage our own money, and we hold leadership positions
that keep our organizations thriving. But none of that was
acknowledged, as higher-ups seemed more worried about attaching their name to something impactful than keeping students in mind.
Along with damaging the tradition of secrecy and the initiates’ excitement about being revealed to their friends during
a coming-out show, NPHC was belittled and left essentially
powerless.

BOTTOMS to April
showers. Hey, at least
they keep the pollen
count down.

TOPS to May flowers.

BOTTOMS to confusing
forms and the stress of
tax season. It's crunch
time.

TOPS to those taxpayers getting refund
checks. Every little bit
helps when you're a college student.

COMMENTARY

Sins of the past
This April marks the 150th anniversary of the United States Civil
War. After four years of tumult and destruction, the Union defeated the
Confederate separatists. From the bloodshed and chaos, the termination
of institutionalized slavery incurred, one, if not the only, positive result
of the conflict.
There are some people, however, who would like to blot out the relevance of this sinister practice in the precipitation of the Civil War.
Instead of slavery, these revisionists advance economic disputes coupled with state rights as the main rationales for Confederate secession.
Yet, this explanation fails to recognize the central aspect of the state rights debate and Confederate economic concerns: the same slavery
factor they are attempting to discount.
The plantation system, reliant on a grossly
inhumane use of labor, formed the economic
foundations of the Confederate states. This system faced an unfavorable future, particularly
with the growth of abolitionism and the increasing imbalance in the ratio of “free” states
KWABENA BOATENG to slave-holding states. Fearing the imminent
Fort Mitchell junior
demise of slavery and, as a result, their prosperity, the Confederate states sought separation
to preserve the right to possess slaves — a fact
that is clearly voiced by the Confederates.
In their “Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession,” Mississippi, the second state to secede, explicitly
relates its desire to secede to slavery, stating: “Our position [to secede] is
thoroughly identified with the institution of slavery — the greatest material interest of the world.” Left between submitting “to the mandates
of abolition or a dissolution of the Union,” Mississippi chose the latter, thereby preserving its state’s right to maintain the material interests
gained from slavery.
South Carolina, the first state to secede and the stage for the opening shots of the war, attributed their separation mainly to “an increasing
hostility to the institution of slavery.” The ultimate form of hostility,
according to their “Declaration of Immediate Causes,” emerged in the
“election of a man [Abraham Lincoln] whose opinions and purposes
are hostile to slavery.” No mention of tariffs, limits on trade, or other
reasons revisionists propose exist in either document. Furthermore, the
mention of economic causes incorporates the centrality of slavery to the
Confederate economy.
While it would be negligent to omit the influence of tariffs and other
factors in the decision of the Confederates, it is an egregious blunder to
discount the integration of slavery with the core causations of the Civil
War. One would have to be willfully ignorant to give minimal credence
to the overwhelming part the contention of slavery played in splitting the
United States of 1861.
So, why then do people attempt to remove or lessen the influence
of slavery in the Civil War? People grumble about how race is overemphasized in contemporary issues. But if race is to be eliminated as a
talking point through the establishment of a “post-racial” society, then
the American people must examine and deal with its racial history instead of trying to whitewash it for comfort’s sake.
This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the Herald
or the university.

have an
opinion?
Write a letter to the editor (250 words or less)
or a commentary (500
words and a photo). Email them to opinion@
chherald.com.
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Honors College paying for more upper-division courses
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com

The Honors College is on its
way to becoming "more fully mature."
Clay Motley, assistant professor for the Honors College, said it
will pay 10 percent of the salary of
faculty teaching stand-alone upper
division Honors courses in the fall.
This totals to about $76,000.
The pilot program came from
a need for more upper-division
Honors courses to compensate for
increased enrollment.
Craig Cobane, executive director of the Honors College, said
that in 2005, 15 students graduated
from the Honors College. He said

DOWNING
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

After high school, Downing
attended WKU, where he
continued his basketball career,
playing for E. A. Diddle, and
was again elected president of
his senior class. He received
his undergraduate degree in
mathematics in 1943.
Shortly after graduation,
Downing joined the U.S. Navy
as an ensign. He was among the
first wave to hit the beaches at
Normandy on D-Day in June
1944. In 1945, he was released
from active service with the
rank of lieutenant.
Downing returned to WKU
the next year to teach and
complete his master’s degree.
He taught math and coached
basketball for the College
High School, the high school
division of Western’s Training
School.
During his time at the
training school, Downing was
supervisor to Lee Robertson,
special assistant to the vice
president of the Office of
Development and Alumni
Relations, who did his practice
teaching there in 1948.
“He was a family man, a
moral man ... but above all
else, he was born to be an
educator,” Robertson said. “He

that this year, about 150 are expected to graduate.
"You can't graduate a student
unless they're taking lower-level
and upper-level courses," Cobane
said. "We need to have a substantial number of upper division
courses."
Courses in this program for
the fall semester are Communication 362, History 306 and Broadcast Communication 325, Motley
said.
"The money's there. It just
really involves the department's
ability to staff it," Motley said.
"We hope that there might be as
many as three more, but this is at
least the beginning."
Honors College students who

was a good coach because he
knew how to treat and handle
young men. He was a great
teacher because he was bright
and he worked at it.”
In 1950, Downing gave
up coaching to focus on
teaching, and in 1956 he was
named director of the training
school. He received his Ed.S.
degree in 1958 from George
Peabody College for Teachers
in Nashville.
Downing quickly moved
up at WKU. In 1959, he was
named registrar. In 1962, he
became director of admissions.
He then served as dean of
business affairs, and in 1965,
he was made vice president for
administrative affairs.
Robertson said Downing
was a loyal and determined
president.
“This was the place he
loved, and he worked hard to
make it better,” he said. “He
stood by his beliefs, sometimes
by himself and against all the
odds.”
Robertson said he and
Downing became close friends
after working together at the
training school and at WKU.
“He had a great sense
of humor,” Robertson said.
“I enjoyed it very much —
those days that we were
working together and traveling
together.”

started at WKU during fall 2008
are on a 33-hour model.
Those writing a thesis are required to take three hours of upper-division courses within their
major and six hours of non-major
courses. The non-thesis option requires nine upper-division hours
and six hours of upper-division
electives.
Motley said the goal of a
stand-alone upper division Honors course is to provide the student with a unique experience.
"The experience should be, in
some appreciable way, different,"
he said.
Faculty members would ideally teach courses that are his or her
specialties.

Ransdell
noted
that
Downing was president during
a unique time in American
history — during the Vietnam
War, a period of general student
unrest with draft dodging,
marijuana, riots and protesting.
He said the time period
tested Downing’s “personal
system.”
“He’s very conservative, and
his value systems are absolute,”
Ransdell said. “He had to be
very careful and thoughtful not
to over-react to a lot of things.”
When Downing resigned as
president in 1979, the decision
shocked a lot of people at
WKU.
“My hunch is, were it not for
a lot of that stress, he may have
been president a lot longer,”
Ransdell said.
After he resigned as WKU
president, Downing became
president of the College
Heights Foundation.
Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel, said
Downing embodies the spirit of
WKU.
“He was just a very goodhearted person,” Wilkins said.
“It’s really rare to find someone
who’s just kind and very
approachable by everyone. He
remembered everyone. If he
met you once, he’d remember
you if he didn’t see you for
years.”

"These ought to be the quintessential personification of what you
want in a course," Cobane said.
Cobane said the faculty members teaching these courses are not
taking on a heavier workload.
Gordon Emslie, provost and
vice president for Academic Affairs, presented the project at the
open forum on March 25.
The program, which involves
courses within Potter College of
Arts & Letters, is also aimed at
reallocating money within the university.
The money from the Honors
College not only encourages faculty members to teach the courses in
a uniquely Honors way, but it also
frees up money for Potter College

to use elsewhere.
One of these uses is hiring
teaching assistants within the college.
Kumi Ishii, assistant professor
of communication, will be teaching
Honors Communication 362: Organizational Communication.
The stand-alone Honors section
specifically "looks at communication in multinational organizations
and leadership in a global society,"
Ishii said.
"The number of multinational
corporations is increasing, and it's
very important for them to learn
about it," she said.
One particular mode the class
will be focusing on is technologybased communication, Ishii said.

GREEK
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Owensboro senior Katie Carpenter,
co-chairwoman of the committee, said
the week is competitive for Greeks, but
they're all dedicated to the philanthropy
aspect.
“Even though it’s a week to have fun
and meet new Greeks, we do a lot for
the community,” she said.
The week will start off Sunday
with Spring Sing, a song and dance
competition between fraternities and
sororities, which is one of the biggest
events of the week, Capodagli said.
On Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday there is a blood drive in the
Preston Center, and the Greeks hope to
meet their goal of having 1,400 units of
blood donated, Carpenter said.
“The blood drive is something we
want to work on,” she said. “Last year
we came really close to getting our goal,
and we want to do it this year.”
Saturday, the Greeks will host
Topper Tailgate before the annual red
vs. white spring football game.
The tailgate is something new for
the Greeks, as they’re staying at WKU
to host a philanthropy event rather
than traveling to participate in one,
Capodagli said.
The tailgating event will include
lunch, music and entertainment,
Carpenter said. Head Coach Willie
Taggart and members of the football
team will be there, and all the proceeds
will go to Hotel Inc., a local charity that
provides assistance for people in poverty.

Even though it’s a
week to have fun
and meet new
Greeks, we do a lot
for the community."
—KATIE CARPENTER
Owensboro senior

At each event, the different sororities
and fraternities collect points for how
many people they get to represent their
organization, and a winner is declared
at the end of the week, Carpenter said.
Capodagli said the committee has
been planning the event for almost a
year, and the fraternities and sororities
involved having been practicing for
months.
“It’s a really good bonding
experience with your chapter,” he
said. “It really creates a bunch of little
moments that creates a lot for you as an
individual.”
Carpenter said although the week
has Greeks participating, it also
provides the student body with a
glimpse of Greeks contributing to their
school and community.
“It’s a concentrated week where
people get to see what Greeks are
about,” she said. “Hopefully people
will get interested and are able to see
the benefits of it all.”

PICK UP AN APPLICATION · TOUR THE NEW BUILDING · MEET THE STAFF · REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED

OPEN HOUSE
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD & TALISMAN

APRIL 13th · 2pm to 3:30pm · ACROSS FROM MMTH

Applications due April 19th!
EdITOR & Ad MANAGER APPLICATIONS dUE ApRIL 12th
POSITIONS OPEN...
News, Sports, Features, Copy Editing, Page Design, Graphic Design,
Cartooning, Photographers, Photo editing, Online manager, Ad Sales,
Ad Production, Online Ad Manager, Promotions Manager, Ad Production

DERO DOWNING
— Sept. 10, 1921 - April 4, 2011

•

WKU's Fourth President —

The lasting
impression
of Downing
By TRAVIS MAYO | Class of 2000
EDITORʼS NOTE: This story was originally written in 1999 by former Herald staffer Travis Mayo, now an assistant attorney
general in Frankfort.
It has been updated and edited for space.
The entire story, including more about
Downingʼs experience in World War II, is at
wkuherald.com.
Dero Downing was in his family’s barn,
milking the cow, when his mother walked in
about 73 years ago. She came with a visitor,
WKU basketball coach E.A. Diddle, who
had one thing in mind. Diddle, who went on
to become one of college basketball’s winningest coaches ever, sat on a bale of hay, and
the mother left her son and the coach alone.
“Somebody told me you’ve been down
to the University of Tennessee to try out,”
Diddle told Downing then.
Downing told the coach he had visited the
school.
“They can’t do anything for you down at
the University of Tennessee,” Diddle said.
“Hell, they’re not able to suit you. You come
to Western.”
And that’s where Downing went in 1939,
on a basketball scholarship.
He never left.

Before red and white
Downing was born on Sept. 10, 1921, in
Fountain Run. His family moved to Tompkinsville, then to Horse Cave. That’s where
Downing grew up, with six siblings —
James, Elizabeth, Alex, Joseph, George and
Sarah. By high school, he knew he wanted to
follow in the footsteps of his basketball coach
by becoming a math teacher and a coach.
Downing was on two Horse Cave teams that
went to the state tournament, including one
with his older brother, Alex, in 1937.
That athletic ability brought Downing
to WKU in 1939. He was a member of the
late Diddle’s first basketball team to play in
the National Invitation Tournament in New
York’s Madison Square Garden. By 1942,
Downing was a starting guard.
The lasting impression was beginning to
take form.

The reality of war
The games finished after Downing graduated with a degree in mathematics in the
summer of 1943. His country needed him.
Downing joined the Navy in the midst of
World War II. On D-Day in 1944, he was
there as an officer on a Landing Ship Tank
carrying troops and supplies in the first wave
to hit the Normandy beaches.
That day on Omaha Beach taught the
23-year-old Downing a lot about life. What
he saw changed him forever.
“The experience itself — you never want
to have to go through again — but it taught
you a lot in terms of the importance of unified effort toward a common goal,” Downing said. “It was a time when people, almost
without exception, had a great sense of devotion to country — patriotism. And no one
ever questioned why.
“The people I served with were tremendous,” he said.
He served across the English Channel until the end of the war. He was released from
active service as a lieutenant in late 1945.

From battlefields to the Hill
The young Downing was still in his uniform when he showed up again at what is
now WKU. C.H. Jaggers, then-director of
the College High and Training School — a
campus laboratory school — gave the soldier his first job. Downing became a coach
and taught math, just like his old high school
mentor. After 10 years, he was named director of the training school.
That’s when Mary Sample met Downing.
His secretary for decades, she first filled in
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Dero Downing addresses student protesters in Wetherby in September 1972. The students were upset that there were no black cheerleaders.

for Downing’s secretary at College High a
couple weeks during the summer.
“Everything was ship-shape and in good
order,” Sample said of the school under
Downing. “You didn’t see anybody out in
the hall.”
Downing became the university’s registrar in 1959. Three years later, then-president
Kelly Thompson named Downing director
of admissions. He was the dean of business
affairs from 1964-1965, then took the administrative affairs vice president position when
it was created in 1965. He served in that position until becoming WKU’s fourth president
in 1969, replacing Thompson.
He had reached the top of the Hill he had
devoted his life to.
During his 10-year tenure, Downing
could often be found mingling with students,
or bringing them into his office to talk about
the tough choices of life. And while he started the routine before becoming president,
Downing always stopped to pick up trash
while walking on campus. It was something
he never gave up.
“I’ve always felt that a big part of a student’s education is to make them aware of
the importance of small things — orderliness, cleanliness,” Downing said. “I don’t
think any of us want to be embarrassed by a
trashy campus.
“I certainly never did consider myself too
good to go over and pick up a can or a piece
of trash.”
He was also close to WKU athletics. Former Hilltopper football coach Jimmy Feix
said Downing’s athletic background made
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Harriet and Dero Downing with their granddaughter, Harriet Elaine Patterson.

him more interested in WKU sports. That
made Feix stay on his feet more, because he
knew Downing knew what was going on,
Feix said.
“He saw athletics as a vehicle for promoting the academic welfare of the university,”
Feix said. “But he made sure athletics stayed
within its place.
“He utilized sports as just a window
through which people could see our university but not let that window be the whole wall.”
In 1978, Downing surprised many by announcing his intention to resign as president.
He said he felt that repeated health problems
wouldn’t allow him to give the right amount
of energy to the job.
Downing ended his five-page statement
to the Board of Regents with tears rolling
down his face.
He apologized for crying that day, which
was the day before he turned 57. He wanted
to make sure he didn’t receive more credit
than he deserved.
“What little any single individual might
do is relatively small,” Downing said.
Downing became president of the College Heights Foundation and began helping
students with financial needs.
“There’s a human interest story behind
practically every one of them,” he said of
the foundation’s more than 500 scholarship
funds. “Because so many of them are to
honor some group or some individual, some
family.”

A family man
Harriet Downing has always been at her
husband’s side. She met Dero her first day
at WKU on a Thursday in the fall of 1941.
They had a date the next Monday. The couple married in 1944. Through 67 years of
marriage, Harriet never thought about taking a back seat to Downing and his professional world.
“Dero always made me feel that what
I did, I could do better than anyone else
could,” Harriet said.
That included raising five children — all
WKU graduates — and 13 grandchildren.
Then there were the morning phone calls
from Downing, telling his wife they would
be having company for lunch, and the frequent dinners for Downing’s basketball
teams.
“She deserves stars in her crown for
having been such a wonderful wife for 55
years,” Downing said in 1999.
The couple’s children — Dero, Anne,
Elizabeth, Katherine and Alex — were part
of that crown. Alex was close to his father
every day since 1996, working in the College Heights Foundation.
“He has always been my greatest role

model, and I think it’s because of his undying loyalty to Western,” Alex said in 1999.
“I’ve learned so much. What’s so great is
being able to draw on his experience and
his knowledge of the university and higher
education.”
Alex was there with his brothers and
sisters when his father was president, cleaning parts of campus on Sunday afternoons.
Downing would spot the remnants of a party on the way to church and draft his children for a cleanup after lunch.
“They never did much like going across
campus with me, because I’d point to
something and they’d get it,” Downing
said.
But they usually did pick it up. It’s a
family love for WKU that runs past the father. It’s been there for quite awhile.
“We used to walk downtown to a movie
after we became seriously involved,” Harriet said. “We’d walk back up State Street
and talk about, ‘Someday, wouldn’t it be
wonderful if we could come back to Western,’ not ever realizing that it would happen like it did.”

Western was his life
Downing had seven different jobs at
WKU.
“Any position I had, I never did view it
as anything other than where I was going
to be the rest of my life,” Downing said.
“And doing the very best job that I could
do, whatever position I had.”
He left a huge impression on WKU. He
left the same on education.
And for now-president Gary Ransdell,
Downing left an impression on him. Ransdell was a student and then an employee
during Downing’s presidency.
“He’s meant a great deal for several
generations of students,” Ransdell said.
“He’s served Western in many different
capacities and all of them have been beneficial to Western.”
John Oldham, former WKU basketball
player, coach and athletics director, said
Downing loved WKU as much or more
than anybody he’d ever met.
“‘The Spirit Makes the Master’ — he
exemplifies that,” said Oldham, also a
long-time friend.

The legacy
Downing once said he had a “great
feeling of love for this school” and that he
wanted WKU to prosper.
The legacy Downing left behind is
likely to never be erased. More than just a
building with his name, there will always
be a part of Dero Downing on the Hill that
was his home.
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SGA's academic affairs
committee hard at work
By MIKE STUNSON
news@chherald.com

As the school year
winds down, the Student
Government Association’s
academic affairs committee isn’t letting up.
Five bills sponsored by
the academic affairs committee were approved by
the senate on March 29, including two that gave away
a total of $700 in scholarships to students.
Committee chairman
Travis Taylor said the
grants will help out “very
deserving students.”
“All of these students
have some great ideas and
just needed the funding
for them, and we are very
happy to give it to them,”
Taylor said.
The senate also approved a bill that will reimburse students for passing
College Level Examination
Program tests. President
Colton Jessie said this was
an idea he has had for a

while.
“When we first thought
about it, we didn’t how
we would be able to do it,
but it is huge,” Jessie said.
“There are a lot of people
who take CLEP tests on
campus, and it’s awesome
we can help give them
some of their money back.”
The first 40 students
who come to the SGA office with proof they passed
a CLEP exam will receive
$20. Billy Stephens, who
worked on the CLEP reimbursement bill, said it will
give students more of an
incentive to take the tests.
“Every little bit helps
for a college student,” Stephens said. “I don't think
there is a better deal in the
state, so hopefully people
will use it.”
At the beginning of the
school year, SGA had allotted $12,000 to spend on
scholarships for the student body, and that money
is almost gone. The last of
the study abroad scholar-

ships will be up for approval at next week’s SGA
meeting.
Jessie said he has been
impressed with the job the
academic affairs committee has done during the
year.
“There are only five to
seven people on the committee, but they are all extremely dedicated,” Jessie
said. “Sometimes we have
a hard time getting money
out in time, but this year
they have done a good job.”
Stephens said the committee has been working
extra hours to distribute
money.
“A lot of work has been
spent during spare time
and on the weekends to
go over applications,” he
said. “They have by far
done what was asked by
them.”
Taylor said after the last
scholar development bills
are approved, then the
bulk of the committee’s
work will be done.

See a
photo
you like?

■ NEWS BRIEFS
Symphony to perform
Brahms masterpieces

Classical musical masterpieces will be
performed tonight by The Symphony at
WKU with their concert, “Brahms Fest.”
The show will consist of three of Johannes Brahms’ most beautiful works, a piano concerto and two pieces that combine the
orchestra and the choir, said Bill Scott, symphony conductor and professor of music.
Scott said this selection of pieces showcases some of the best of Brahms’ work
because he had a knack for writing choral
pieces and piano pieces.
For Scott, it isn’t just the music, but also
the performance and choreography that attracts him to classical music.
“If you’ve never been to a symphony before, you should go just to see the beauty of
the strings,” Scott said. “I always wondered
as a child, how do they all know to move in
the same direction?”
Sylvia Kersenbaum, a music professor
and pianist, said she hopes everyone will
take advantage of the opportunities on campus and come listen to the performances.
“It is all a matter of giving them the possibility to hear it,” Kersenbaum said. “Then
they will like it.”
You never know what inspiration the
music might give you, Kersenbaum said.
“Even great artists got to be that way
because of that one opportunity to hear that
great masterpiece,” she said.
The performance will be at 8 p.m. tonight in Van Meter Hall. Tickets are $5 for
students and $22 for the public.

Jazz Band offers unique
experience Saturday

The WKU Jazz Band is bringing a
night of live musical entertainment to
Van Meter Hall on Saturday.
“You’re not going to hear jazz anywhere else in town,” said music professor Marshall Scott. “This is a good place
to hear live jazz.”
Scott said the appeal jazz has for him
is the technical skill required and the fact
that every show is a unique experience.
“It’s just as difficult and takes just
as much talent as classical,” Scott said.
“And because there is improvisation involved, it is always different. It never
gets boring.”
The WKU Jazz Band is composed entirely of undergrads, and Scott said he is
impressed by their performance.
“You go through phases and when
kids graduate, you rebuild, but we have
a heck of a band right now,” Scott said.
The Muhlenberg County High School
jazz band will play before the WKU Jazz
Band, and guest trumpeter John Blount
will also be featured, Scott said.
The performance will include music
from artists such as The Tonight Show
Band, in addition to songs like “Begin
the Beguine” and a trumpet rendition of
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m. It
is free and open to the public.
— Kevin Allen
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Congratulations to all our new Sigma Kappa sisters

Top Row: Cherrel Cook, Sara Merriman, Lauren Brown, Kayla Carlile, Caitlin Rowe
Middle Row: Jessica Elfers, Cortney Scott, Emily Holmes, Ashley Ingram, Meg McDonald
Bottom Row: Bekka Ross, Emily Wilkerson, Allison Feikes, Nicole Coomer, Lacey Zoglmann
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V is for Viticulturalist

Classes study grapes on campus
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a profile inspired by a letter of the alphabet.

By SPENCER JENKINS & MARIANNE HALE
diversions@chherald.com

As vineyards at the University Farm begin to mature,
they are being used as educational and research tools for
the WKU community.
Viticulture, in a nutshell, describes the production of
grapes, said Todd Willian, an agriculture professor who
co-teaches a viticulture class this semester.
Nathan Howell, viticulture technician for WKU’s department of agriculture, said students learn how to train
vines by learning about disease, insect control, fertility
and pruning.
“There are two established vineyards,” he said. “It
takes about three years to produce a grape at all.”
Willian said Howell has been helping out the class in
the vineyard.
Howell, who has only been working as the viticulture
technician for about a month, has his own vineyard at
home.
He wants to get the community
more involved with pruning and harvesting education classes, he said.
There are about 300 grape plants
in the vineyards now, but there are
plans to plant about 550 more in the
check out near future, Willian said.
But for now, one of the vineyards
the video is used
in teaching the basics of vitionline at culture, Howell said. Primarily seedwkuherald.com less grapes are grown there that will
eventually be sold to Bowling Green
schools.
The second vineyard serves as a research vineyard focusing on the fertility of French hybrid grapes, he said.
Willian said the hybrids make a better quality wine,
and they’re more disease resistant.
Although there are only two established vineyards
now, there are long-term plans to bottle their own wine,
Howell said.

PROJECT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The students also said they
have a laptop from which they
monitor the car. While Kessinger drives, Young monitors
progress. The laptop plugs
into the car and reports on fuel
use, speed, distance and the
number of stops.
The project’s purpose is
to see how the conversion
changed the car’s functionality.

DANNY GUY/HERALD

Viticulture Technician Nathan Howell walks down the rows of WKU’s vineyard spraying weeds while agriculture professor
Todd Willian and Franklin graduate student Kellee Montgomery clip vine samples. The vineyard is divided in half, with one
side used for the viticulture class and the other for Franklin Montgomery’s thesis project, which involves experiments with
different fertilizing techniques.

Willian said they hope to offer classes on winemaking, too, but that is a while off.
“We’re not set up to do that yet,” he said.
But they are looking into marketing some of the grapes
they’re growing now to local wineries, Willian said.
Morganfield senior Drennan Cowan said his family

They said the car gets about
100 miles per gallon when
it’s in “blended mode,” which
means that the car is using
both the old and the new system.
Michael McIntyre, assistant professor of electrical
engineering, came up with the
project idea and also assists
with the project.
McIntyre said he had an
interest
in
transportation
problems with hybrid electric
plug-in cars, so he did some
research.

“The thought was if we did
a plug-in/hybrid conversion,
that would be something that
we could probably do within
that nine-month time frame,”
he said.
McIntyre also said the
project was supported by the
Greulich Chair in Energy Systems, which is how the car
and conversion kit were purchased.
McIntyre said the car was
bought from Auto Be Yours
in Scottsville, Ind., a dealer
that sells only used Prius cars.

grows grapes at home back in Union County, but learning about grape production this semester has been a new
experience for him.
“I’m kind of intrigued by it,” he said.
Cowan plans to enroll in the advanced viticulture
class next semester if it fits into his schedule.

The conversion kit came from
Plug-In Supply.
He said Young and Kessinger get four credit hours for
the project. They take EE400,
which is a one-hour class, and
EE401, which is a three-hour
class.
Kessinger said the kit they
used to convert the car was
“fairly straightforward.”
“I was able to get on their
website and pull out their
manual on how to install it,
so we basically read through
and just tried to take it step by

step,” he said.
Young and Kessinger presented their project in March
at the Renewable Energy
Workshop in Louisville. They
were the only undergraduates
that presented.
Young said people seemed
to be attracted to their project
because it was something they
could relate to and understand.
Both students said they
were grateful for the opportunity.
“We lucked out,” Kessinger
said.
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WKU blasts
its way past
Louisville at
BG Ballpark
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

WKU went into a Tuesday
matchup with Louisville having
lost five of its last six games.
But the Toppers broke out of
their slump with 11 runs in the first
three innings on the way to a 15-5
blowout
victory
over the Cardinals
in front of 2,523
fans at Bowling
Green Ballpark.
WKU was led offensively by senior
catcher Matt Rice
and senior designated hitter Chris BulRICE
lard, both of whom
tallied two hits, a home run, three
RBIs and two runs scored apiece.
The win was the first time the
Toppers had played at the downtown home of the Single-A Bowling Green Hot Rods since a 24-8
win over Kentucky there last April.
WKU Head Coach Chris Finwood joked after the game that after scoring 39 runs in their first two
games there, his players wanted to
move all Topper home games to the
ballpark.
Meanwhile, Bullard said even
though Tuesday’s game wasn’t
played at Nick Denes Field, the team
still looked at it as a home game.
“We like coming out here in front
of a big crowd that always comes
out here,” Bullard said. “Bowling
Green is our home turf, and we try
to protect it.”
The win also snapped a six-game
losing streak against the Cardinals
for WKU.
Many of the Toppers’ recent
losses to Louisville have been close
contests, so Finwood said he was
glad to finally have a game where
the outcome was hardly ever in
question.
“The last five or six have gone
down to the eighth or ninth innings,
and they’ve had our number,” Finwood said. “I figured the odds would
catch up with them sooner or later,
and it was nice to have one where
you could just relax and play.”
Rice said the atmosphere was
opposite from when the teams met
March 29 at Jim Patterson Stadium
in Louisville.

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Senior designated hitter Chris Bullard makes contact with a ball late in WKU’s game against Louisville at Bowling Green Ballpark on Tuesday
night. Bullard’s first at-bat scored two runs for the Toppers, and he also had a home run in the third inning. WKU won 15-5.

Power player
Former linebacker Bullard finding success on baseball diamond
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com

Chris Bullard is a name familiar to WKU athletics.
The Cataula, Ga., native played four years as a
linebacker for the Topper football team, collecting
151 career tackles and 11 sacks.
But Bullard has now taken his talents a short walk
down the Avenue of Champions from HouchensSmith Stadium to Nick Denes Field, home of WKU
baseball.
Bullard, a senior, has established himself as the
team’s everyday designated hitter, and he’s hit three
home runs and driven in 10 runs over the Toppers’
last seven games.
But Bullard’s college baseball success hasn’t been
immediate.
Bullard was drafted out of high school in the 45th
round of the 2007 MLB Player Draft by the Los Angeles Angels.
But he turned down minor league baseball to play
college football for then-WKU head coach David Elson.

This year he’s just baseball
only. He’s always in the cages
working, and it’s great to see
when kids are working hard
for it to pay off."
—CHRIS FINWOOD
Head coach

Elson preferred Bullard stick with football instead
of splitting his time between both sports.
Once Elson was fired in 2009 and Willie Taggart
was named his replacement, Taggart allowed Bullard
to play baseball as a junior in 2010.
SEE BULLARD, PAGE 3B

SEE BLASTS, PAGE 2B

SOFTBALL

Lady Tops leaning on young pitchers’ experience
By NICK BRATCHER
sports@chherald.com

JABIN E. BOTSFORD/HERALD

WKU sophomore Kim Wagner pitches to Samford’s batter during the second
game of Tuesday’s doubleheader. WKU lost the first game 4-3 and won the
second 8-0.

The Lady Toppers’ sophomore starting pitchers
hardly seem like seasoned veterans at first glance.
But the WKU (21-17, 3-6 Sun Belt Conference)
pitching duo of Mallorie Sulaski and Kim Wagner
tell a slightly different tale than their class rank suggests.
The pair has started 68 total games and recorded
283 innings combined over the past two seasons.
And Head Coach Tyra Perry said the two sophomores could use a reminder of that fact.
“Make sure you tell them that,” Perry said.
“They have to act like it.”
Perry said the youth that surrounds the pitching
staff puts more pressure on the WKU hurlers than
an average pitcher but that the two have the tools to
find a way to succeed.
“I know they feel pressure,” she said. “It’s really in their hands. It is a lot easier when you’re
younger and you have an older team, but it’s not
necessary for success.”
Sulaski has started the season with a 9-7 record

and a 2.11 earned run average. She said she uses
the pressure as motivation to stay focused instead
of allowing it to shake her from the goal.
“I focus every pitch and make sure I’m leading
my team to a win instead of letting runners on base
and putting us behind,” she said. “I do feel pressure
to go out there and make sure I’m focused so I can
make every pitch.”
Wagner said she builds up her own confidence
to deal with the stress created by such a young supporting cast.
“I tell myself I’m great and that the hitter can’t
beat me,” she said. “I know the team has my back
if I can get a ground ball or a fly ball, so she has to
earn the hit to score a run.”
Wagner (10-7) has rebounded in April to win
her last two starts against North Texas and Samford
after suffering a rocky four-game losing streak in
March.
She said she tweaked a few things in her game
and continued believing in herself to get the positive results.
SEE YOUNG, PAGE 2B
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FOOTBALL

Toppers fueling
competition with
spring game draft
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Junior relief pitcher Ross Hammonds makes his wind-up in WKU’s game against Louisville on Tuesday at the Bowling Green Ballpark. WKU beat U of L 15-5.

BLASTS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

WKU tallied just four hits in that game,
a 3-1 loss.
But the WKU lineup banged out 16 hits
Tuesday and reached Cardinal starter Jeff
Thompson for six runs in his one inning of
work.
“It was a completely different atmosphere here and there,” Rice said. “Up there
it was cold, and nothing was moving. Today
the wind was blowing out, and the umpire
had a tighter zone.
“Everyone had a great approach at the
plate and bounced back against a pitcher that
had pretty much dominated us last week.”
The Toppers will now look to carry their momentum into a home weekend Sun Belt Conference series against Louisiana-Lafayette.
The first game of the series will be played
tonight at 6 p.m. at Nick Denes Field.
Sophomore left-hander Tanner Perkins
(6-1, 2.09 ERA) will start for WKU.
Meanwhile, the Toppers will hope to
have junior shortstop Logan Robbins back
in the lineup after missing the team’s last six
games with phlebitis in his foot.
Freshman Scott Wilcox has been filling
in at shortstop in Robbins’ absence.

Everyone had a great
approach at the plate
and bounced back
against a pitcher that
had pretty much dominated us last week."
—MATT RICE
Senior catcher

The weekend series carries plenty of significance for both the Toppers and the Ragin’ Cajuns.
The two teams are tied for second in the
Sun Belt standings with conference records
of 6-3.
Finwood said he thinks the Louisville
win, which marked the beginning of the second half of the season, will spark his team
going into the series.
“We’re 1-0 in the second half of the season,” Finwood said Tuesday. “Hopefully tonight gives guys some confidence.”

Defensive
coordinator
Lance
Guidry said he wants to keep things
“hush-hush.”
After all, it’s draft time for the WKU
football team, and the wheeling and
dealing has already started.
Before the annual spring game on
April 16, a draft will take place to divide the players into two teams — the
red and the white.
“I think (the draft) is really unique,”
Guidry said. “We’ve split teams in the
past at places I’ve been in the past, but
we’ve never done it like this, and I
think this is really good.”
Each team was able to sign one offensive and one defensive player before the draft. All remaining players
are then available for selection in the
actual draft, which will take place after
today's practice.
The red team signed junior defensive tackle Jamarcus Allen and senior
offensive lineman Wes Jeffries with its
two picks, while the white team signed
senior defensive end Jared Clendenin
and junior quarterback Kawaun Jakes.
With each side trying to draft the best
players, both Guidry and Head Coach
Willie Taggart said it gives the Toppers
extra motivation to work hard during
this week of practice.
“Some guys want to be a first-round
draft pick. Some guys want to be that
No. 1 pick,” Taggart said. “When there
is pride on a team, that says a lot about
a team. It says a lot of what the coaches
think, and as a player, you get fired up.”
Guidry will assume head coaching
duties of the white team, while offen-

YOUNG
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“I never lost confidence in myself,”
she said. “It’s a good feeling to know
that you can get it done in a tough situation and proving it to yourself. Instead
of just telling yourself that all the time,
it actually happens.”
Perry said Wagner’s game is peaking at a crucial time for the Lady Top-
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Perry said Wagner’s growth serves
as an example because the excuse of
inexperience has stopped now that the
Lady Toppers are two months into the
season.
“We’re young, but it’s April, and it’s
time to grow up and do the things we’re
supposed to do,” Perry said. “With the
weather at the beginning of the season,
it’s difficult to get out and work, but
now they’ve worked on everything, and
they know what to do.”

Earn your WKU MBA in 1 year
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pers, who currently sit in sixth place in
the Sun Belt Conference.
The Lady Toppers will look to improve their situation this weekend in
a three-game series at Troy, playing a
doubleheader on Saturday at 1 p.m. and
3 p.m. and a series finale on Sunday at
1 p.m.
“Kim is making a lot of progress,”
Perry said. “She’s hitting her stride, and
I’m excited for her because she is continuing to evolve and get better.”

The One Year Full-Time WKU MBA

Melissa Pinguely:
&ODVVL¿HGV0DQDJHU

270-745-2653

sive centers/guards coach Walt Wells
will be the head coach of the red team.
Assisting Guidry will be coaches
A.J. Pratt, Eric Mathies and Terry
Obee. On the white team, Wells will
have help from Raymond Woodie, Karl
Maslowski, offensive coordinator Zach
Azzanni and Alonzo Hampton.
Taggart, who will be a neutral observer at the spring game, said Friday’s
draft is emphasizing competition between players, and he attributes the
quality spring practices this year to that
increased competition.
“It is something different for our
guys,” Taggart said. “They have been
in the same routine for three weeks. It is
something for them to look forward to.
The white team is talking a little trash
to the red team, and same thing with the
coaches too. They are getting competitive.
“It gives me, as a head coach, an opportunity to see what our coaches think
of our football team — who they’ll draft.
I think there is a lot of good out of it.”
Clendenin, the white team’s first
pick, was also selected early in last
year’s draft.
“That’s motivation,” Clendenin said.
“We want to show the coaches what we
can do out here. We are all juiced up and
motivated for that. We love the draft.”
Although the spring game draft is
fun, it isn’t causing any distraction for
the Toppers, Taggart said.
“We are nowhere near where we
want to be come fall,” he said. “So like
I told our team, we are going to enjoy
and have fun with the spring draft, but
we are going to stay focused on our
mission, and that is to continue to get
better at playing football.”
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2.75 UGPA, 500 GMAT
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Application deadline
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For More Information
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TRACK & FIELD

Teams prepare to host
Hilltopper Relays
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com

The WKU track and field teams won’t
have to travel this weekend, but Head
Coach Erik Jenkins said the season’s first
and only home meet doesn’t give anyone
an excuse to slack off.
WKU hosts its annual meet, the Hilltopper Relays, on Saturday.
“Even though we’re home this week,
we still have to do all of our pre-meet
business, and that includes eating right
and getting enough sleep,” Jenkins said.
The meet takes place at the Ruter Track
and Field Complex, which is located next
to Houchens-Smith Stadium on the other
side of University Boulevard.
The facility was built in 2008 at the
same time as the football stadium’s most
recent renovations.
But Assistant Coach Craig Morehead
said the proximity to campus likely won’t
bring out a crowd to watch the event, and
he noted that the home event is still just
one of many that makes up an outdoor
season.
“This is going to be just another PlainJane meet,” he said.
The throwers will start the meet on Saturday at 9 a.m., with the runners beginning
at noon. Jenkins said there isn’t a set closing time, but the meet will probably end
somewhere between 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m.
The event will feature several regional
teams, including Murray State, Tennessee-Chattanooga and others from the
area. Jenkins said many of the teams are
very good and should pose a challenge to
WKU.
The loss of senior Vasity Chemweno
won’t help the team, either. Chemwe-

BULLARD
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

However, Bullard still had to balance
football spring practices and a full Division I baseball schedule.
He struggled pulling double duty and
finished the 2010 season with a .077 average, two hits and one RBI.
But WKU Head Coach Chris Finwood
said the hot-hitting Bullard has finally
gotten the hang of college baseball now
that he can focus solely on the sport.
“This year he’s just baseball only,”
Finwood said following Bullard’s threeRBI performance in WKU’s 15-5 win
over Louisville on Tuesday. “He’s always
in the cages working, and it’s great to see
when kids are working hard for it to pay
off.”
Finwood said Bullard’s improvements
were evidenced in a first-inning, two-out
double in the Louisville game.
Bullard worked a 2-2 count before taking a low pitch and looping it down the
right-field line for a game-tying, two-RBI
hit.
Finwood said it was an at-bat Bullard
wasn’t capable of a year ago.

no will be out this week with an injury,
though she said she hopes to be able to
return in time to compete next week.
“Coach told me that a lot of it depends
on how I feel later this week,” she said.
Assistant Coach Michelle Scott, who
coaches Chemweno, said she hoped the
senior would be able to compete, but the
loss could have come at a worse time.
“It doesn’t hurt us too
much this week, even
though we were hoping
to have her for sort of a
home showcase,” Scott
said.
Scott said Chemweno’s injury is a bruised
quadricep and, like
Chemweno, placed emJENKINS
phasis on her being able
to return for her next scheduled competition.
“We’re just hoping she’ll be able to
come to California to compete with us
next weekend,” Scott said.
Jenkins said one of the biggest advantages of holding a home meet is not having to travel.
“Being able to stay here helps,” he
said. “However, when we travel, we try to
travel in a manner that doesn’t hurt.”
Scott said the home meet would definitely count in the teams’ favor on Saturday.
“It helps being able to sleep in your
own bed and go to a track you know,” she
said.
She said while the meet is not one of
the biggest on the schedule, it serves as an
important point in the season.
“It should be interesting, and it will
definitely be competitive,” Scott said.
“(Last year) he would’ve swung at a
pitch probably out of the zone and struck
out,” Finwood said. “It wasn’t a bad pitch,
but he went down and got it.
“And he’s so strong that if he just gets
the barrel on it, it’s going to go somewhere in a hurry.”
Bullard credited Finwood for helping
him knock the rust off his baseball swing
coming into his senior year.
“Coach Finwood did a great job helping me get my swing back,” Bullard said.
“And my teammates also, there’s been
countless guys that stay after practice to
help me take extra balls and take fly balls.”
Finwood said Bullard has been a presence not just on the field, but in the clubhouse as well.
He added that Bullard even helps senior catcher Matt Rice put on his catcher’s
gear in the dugout in between innings.
Rice said Bullard has provided both an
on- and off-field boost for WKU.
“He’s a guy that comes out every day
and plays hard and is a great teammate,”
Rice said. “He works hard, and he would
be the first one to pick you up, even on the
days he’s not playing.
“So I can’t say enough about his character, and he’s been playing great.”

■ BRIEF
Dodgeball Club
hosting nationals
in Preston Center
The WKU Dodgeball
Club will host the National
College Dodgeball Association national championships
in the Preston Center this Saturday and Sunday.
WKU has three games
scheduled for Saturday. The
first begins at 11:45 a.m.
against Bowling Green State
University, followed by another at 2:45 p.m. against
Kansas State University and
the last at 5:45 p.m. against
Saginaw Valley State University.
Saturday’s games will determine who will play again
on Sunday. There are 17
teams competing altogether.
Admission is free for everyone.
Currently, WKU’s club
team has an 8-3 record and is
ranked third in the nation.
In its first year on the Hill
in 2007, the club team finished with a 0-7 record.
Junior captain Felix Perrone said the turnaround can
be attributed to the renewed
dedication from the team’s 34
members.
“It feels awesome how far
we’ve come in the last two
years,” Perrone said. “When I
was a freshman, we were easily one of the worst teams in
the league. Two years ago, we
had one practice a week and
wouldn’t have many people
show up to practice. But this
year, our new freshman class
was begging for more.”
— Emily Patton

freaky fast,
freaky good,
call us now,
everyone should!
Dana K. - Sheboygan, WI
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$500
IN PRIZES??

THE COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD IS ASKING YOU TO VOTE
FOR YOUR LOCAL FAVORITES IN OUR FIRST EVER
BEST OF THE HILL CONTEST
You can choose to vote in one
category or all 50, but please only
vote for businesses located in the
Bowling Green/Warren County
area. Only WKU students, faculty
and staff are eligible to vote, and
each ballot MUST include a valid
WKU 800 number. All entries
must be received by 4:30 p.m. April
22. You can only enter once, either
online at wkuherald.com OR by
returning this paper ballot to the
Student Publications center.

ON-CAMPUS

Best Campus Organization: (Non Greek)

Best Fraternity:

Best Major:

Best On-Campus Event:

Best On-Campus Housing:

Best Place to Eat on Campus:

Best Professor:

FOOD

PLACES & SERVICES

Best Coffee House:

Best Car Wash:

Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:

Best Cell Phone Service:

Best Late Night Meal Place:

Best Off Campus Housing:

Best Mexican Restaurant:

Best Place for Worship:

Best Pizza Place:

Best Place to be Spoiled by Your Parents:

Best Place for Appetizers:

Best Place to Study:

Best Place for Dessert:

Best Place to Take a Date:

Best Breakfast Place:

Best Bank or Credit Union:

Best Place to Eat Healthy:

Best Restaurant:

Best Sandwich Place:

Best Sushi Place:

Best Sorority:

SHOPPING
Best Bookstore:

Best Clothing Store:

Best Flower Shop:

Best Liquor Store:

Best WKU Athletic Team:

ENTERTAINMENT
Best Bar:

Best Place to Bargain Shop:

Best WKU Landmark:

Best Place for Happy Hour:

Best Place to Buy WKU Gear:

Best Place for Karaoke:

Best Sports Store:

RECREATION
Best Bike Shop:

Best Golf Course:

Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:

Best Place for Live Music:

Best Radio Station:

HEALTH & BEAUTY
Best Nail Salon:

Best Sports Bar:
Best Place for a Hair Cut:

Best Place to Workout:

First & Last Name:
Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800 #:

Best Tanning Salon:

